
 

Copyright © 2023. Dr Karen Lumsden. 
These materials are subject to copyright. They are not to be copied, reproduced, or redistributed without the owner’s written permission. 

1 

 

Handout 2 

Breakout 2: Conducting dialogical narrative analysis  

 

EU Migrants’ Experiences of Hate Crime in Lincolnshire Post-Brexit Vote 

 

Question: Have you experienced any hate incidents, hate crimes since you’ve 

been here? 

 

Participant 1 (male) 

There’s always something that stuck in your memory, situations that you’ve been at, 

but I would say … there’s not many of them I’ve actually, or my brain decided to 

remember. Apart from the last situation we have spoken about it (few) times already. 

The fact that someone decided to leave a piece of paper behind my windscreen wiper 

saying ‘Have you packed your bags yet?’ Which was same day when there was, 

people were voting, coming out or staying in EU. Someone obviously must know that 

the driver of the particular taxi wasn’t, was not English, and decided to, yeah, show 

off, and tell me what he thinks in that particular way, you know. Which didn’t really, it 

bothered me on the beginning, it makes me sad but, not really like, pushed me to 

change my decisions and, you know, really pack my bags and leave the country. Not 

really. It’s just, you got people that will probably be more open and come to you on the 

street and say something but, like they didn’t experience that, you know, from, there 

was some silence, like three, four days of, up to a week, of very strange … how to say 

it? It was like an invisible fog above the Boston area. People were thinking, Right, I’ve 

said to one of the guys that came from (...) the newspaper, don’t know which one 

there’s that many of them, I told them, and I think it’s pretty good way to explain what 

I want to say, is, I, people were just acting like they’ve unloaded gun in their pockets. 

They knew what, what it is. They knew they can make us feel unpleasant, (...) they got 

a (bad day) (...) actually used, because it was unloaded, but it was shown to us. And, 

mm, is it? Oh my god. Maybe one day we’re going to use it, but obviously we, (...) use 

it now. Because obviously, nobody still knows what’s going to happen with Brexit. So 

it was that unwritten and unsaid situation that was making me … I don’t know, careful, 

if you know what I mean. I don’t know, I myself have a, that’s, that note that been left 

on my window, that was the only experience, apart from the drunk people that (...) it 
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doesn’t matter, where you from now, what you doing (...), when you pick up them, pick 

them up on Saturday night at a rank, probably everyone will experience that. 

 

Participant 2 (female) 

Yeah, I was attacked by English ladies, if I can call it ladies.  [laughter]  Yeah, and 

then, the main reason, I would say, was that I was foreign, I was foreign to the, well, a 

stranger had moved to the area.  Yeah, so.  They would call me all names.  Like, you 

know, foreigner.  And, yeah, and I was beaten up by them as well. (...) They would 

think of any excuse, you know, they would just attack me for wearing shorts in summer.  

[laughs]  But then, when I spoke with the police about this incident, they said that they 

just, they supposed a certain type, the group of girls that would attack Lithuanian girls 

in discos because they are just prettier than themselves so.   

 

Participant 3 (female) 

I got the job in one of these high, in one of those high street shops, in Lincoln. My 

colleagues did not like me at all and they made me feel that I was an outsider, they 

did not want me to go out with them and, or, they had their little life, they did go out, 

and they didn’t want to involve me. And, the, my supervisor, especially, he was really 

against foreign nationals and I was told to, to be just, not careful as such, but I always 

thought that he didn’t like foreign nationals. And I thought he was all right but then one 

day, he snapped and he was horrible to me, so I don’t know if I need to give you 

examples, exactly, what happened. He, he, I remember one day, he threw a bunch of 

keys at me, and it was a big bunch, and it got right next to my eye, so if it went a 

millimetre, you know, then it would have gotten my eye, completely, so it left a mark, 

for days. And I didn’t say anything. He was just laughing, with the other ones, and then 

that’s how it started, and then it became verbal. I remember serving this customer and 

I tried to remain professional, well, mind you, it was just a clothes shop but still, and 

he just had a bad mood so he called me a dipshit in front of a customer, and he kept 

saying horrible things, he was just right next to me and I was serving a customer and 

even the customer was looking at me asking me what was going on. I had no idea so 

I was just carrying on talking to them. When the customer left, I tried to just ignore him 

so I walked off, he was walking after me, and he said that I’m going to court, fuck off 

back home, and I don’t mean home in Lincoln, fuck off back to your own country. And 
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my assistant manager was present and she said that Oh boy, you must have pissed 

him off if he talks to you like that. Say, yeah, that was, I would say the biggest abuse 

and I never reported it because I really needed the job. I only had eight hours contract 

with that shop and every hours, or bit of an hours I got on the top of the eight hour 

contract was a gift, because I was on my own, I had no friends, really. And, I just, you 

know, I had to, I had to pay the rent, I had to pay food, so I did not want to report it and 

I did not want people to hate me because that was, you know, that was the place I 

worked. So, that, that was one of the, the main abuse I got, but like I said, it never 

occurred to me to report it. Not even to the police, to be honest. I never, I didn’t even 

know that they would, if they would take me seriously at all, I mean, it’s just one of 

those things.  And then, I changed job. Then it was significantly better because my 

new manager knew about the abuse I got from previous job and he was very careful, 

and he always made me feel reassured that you are absolutely fine, that’s fine.  

Somebody treats you the way they used to treat you, don’t worry, I’ll sort them out. 

 

Participant 4 (female) 

It was never, you know, it was never physical. It was always, you know, silly comments.  

You get silly comments now on the street. Things like, you know, ‘Pack your bags and 

go home’. Or, ‘What you still doing here?’ Or even, you know, standing outside the 

shops and talking to your friends, you can see people passing and just looking at you. 

And you’re thinking, ‘What have we ever done to you, you know, to deserve, to deserve 

all this?’ The social media is quite bad, but I had a few incidents where someone said 

to me that all my grand- all of us should be deported, should go back where we came 

from. You know, and this was someone who worked for public sector so, I had to, I, 

actually, this one was the one I reported. This one wasn’t reported to the police. But I 

reported it to my employer. 


